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Application: 
You are only allowed to apply to one program each year.  If you are a 

former participant from last year you may participate again but not in the 

same discipline, i.e. if you participated in a combined program last year you 

may participate in the Plant, Agribusiness or an Animal program but not in 

another combined program. 
 

Essay requirements: 

 Applicant’s full name, age, home address, telephone number, and 

email address must appear on the first page. 

 The essay is limited to two pages, between 500 and 1000 words. 

 Make sure to answer ALL the essay questions. 

 Ask an adult to proofread your essay. 
 

Letter of reference requirements: 

 Three letters of recommendations are highly encouraged.  The letters 

cannot be from people related to you but should be from people who 

know you well.  Print extra copies the Letter of Recommendation form 

downloaded with the application. 

 Points are given for each letter of recommendation; therefore the 

letters are extremely important during the selection process. 

 At least one letter of recommendation must be completed by a 

teacher or school counselor.   

 The letters should address the student’s character, aptitude for 

learning, and ambition. 

 At least one letter should describe personal knowledge of the 

student’s interest in agriculture, plant, animal, or biological 

sciences. 

 The author of the recommendation letter must state the name of the 

student and the program/university to which he/she is applying to, in 

the title or subject line of the letter and on the sealed envelope. 
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 The letter of recommendation must be in a sealed envelope by the 

author of the recommendation.  This means the student applicant will 

not be able to read the recommendation. 

 The sealed envelopes containing the letters of recommendation must 

be mailed together with your application and essay.   

 

Application Package: 

Your completed application, essay, and the three letters of 

recommendations in individually sealed envelopes, must be mailed in 

one large envelope, to: 
 

USDA-APHIS AgDiscovery Program 

ATTN: Tammy Lowry 

Office of Civil Rights, Diversity and Inclusion 

4700 River Road, Unit 92, Suite 6C-04 

Riverdale, MD 20737-1234 
 

YOUR COMPLETED APPLICATION PACKAGE 
(application/ essay/ 3 letters of recommendation in sealed envelopes) 

MUST BE RECEIVED or POSTMARKED BY March 10, 2017. 
 

If you have questions about the Hawaii AgDiscovery Program, please contact Anna 

Wieczorek, email: ania@hawaii.edu or Yolisa Ishibashi, email: 

yolisa.c.ishibashi@aphis.usda.gov. 

 

If you have questions about the overall AgDiscovery Program, please call APHIS at (301) 851-

4199 or send an email to agdiscovery@aphis.usda.gov.   
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